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. Lahiri, @ well-known writey Writing jy, ;‘
!

‘ pistor- As an immigrant wyite, brin s

!{l he. Lahiri depicts the immigyay, m

g ords: Immigrant, Naxalbari, ideology, Maoist

Jumpa Lahiri is an Indian American
e Lahin's debut short sto
ection, Interpreter of Maladies (1999), won thrz
pulitzer Prize for Fiction, and her firgt
wvel, The Namesake (2003), was adapted into the
ar film of the same name. She was bomn
Mimjana Sudeshna but goes by her nickname
jumpa. The Lowland, third novel of Lahiri focuses
1 new mode of political and historical citations
which happened in the life of two brothers and how
t affects the family. The novel begins with the
description of the place, lowland — a marshy land.
East of the Tolly Club, after Deshapram
Sashmal splits in two, there is a small
mosque. A turn leads to a quite enclave. A
warren of narrow lanes and modest middle-
class homes. Once within the enclave, there
were two ponds, oblong, side by side.
Behind them was the lowland spanning a
few acres.(3)
Lowland is the geography which refers to the
""{Sh)’ land between two ponds, which later
ides the destiny of Udayan. The Lowland sets in
Wion in the 1950s and 60s stretches the story
ofthalcuua to Rhode Island. It is mainly the story
0 brothers, the characters are middle class.
n ﬂﬁc:r;il)crs are poles different, Subash fo:?:tz(:
Rl g, ks and Udayan lost himself in mg’, se
Pau,s,‘ S the boys grow their interests take Il;’an p
'Subhas:ldens from Calcutta to Rbode '8 But.
was thirteen, older by fifteen months:
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Lyt i India during her visit. Two | Whicl s |,

'Hdm,,‘::re tilled, the family was for ‘:J;‘;“t';gw'nen S politica) ; ost in 1
) atch the Srigh tfu
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f eh’el loved oneg in the lime light of
W world, She heard the tragic

nvolvemen,
but a trggpj
/ haPPening. glc end und was executed,

-parents., on the other side Udayan is an
Impulsive, protesting for corruptio ery,
detached and hassled. PO Ry gone
"Subhash wondered if his placid nature was
regarded as a lack of inventiveness, perhaps
even a failing, in his parents' eyes. His
parents did not have to worry about him and
yet they did not favour him. It became his
mission to obey them, given that it wasn't
possible to surprise or impress them. That
was what Udayan did" (11)
Both the boys entered the college life, Subash is
research oriented, but Udayan wanted more News
of the world.
Udayan started hearing about Naxalbari.
Most of the villages were tribal peasants lived under
the feudal system and were manipulated by the
landowners. Naxalbari tried to plough the land from
which he had been illegally evicted, his landlord
sent thugs to beat him up and loot his belongings.
The police have refused to intervene. “They started
burning deeds and records that cheated them.
Forcibly occupying land.” (20) Both the brothers
were speechless and shocked. Udayan propelled by
social consciousness connected into the Naxalite

i i i d poverty.

nt to eradicate the inequality an .
e ing and this is their solution, he
victims into criminals.
i le who can't shoot back...
aim guns at peopic " o
;:;ycould only be the beginning of ... Something
bigger- Something else." 223316 sanger and y
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., qakes for one syster
.ﬂ“'g“u: Udayan PCmis[cdl.] 'ocrcplacc ano
,,;Z'l'}" {ﬂme;}' " (23) He starteg rcafitiMCd ‘
, charu Majumdar, <y, fo ngu
ot? mdia had adopted i
nasses; they are killin
with bullets." (24) a~ 0 1M throyg),
movement and Jjfa co]
feels that India is 4 gq,. .
is Tolly club,
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the Voiceless. He ? pOhtlcs’ to give voice(fm)-

re

Sanya] -
s n};se,lvthe party .Chauman. The members called
es Naxahtes, in honour of what had

happened at Naxalbari. "The chief task of the new
fv ngd “;‘:35 to Ofganise the peasantry. The tactic
guerrilla warfare. The enemy was the

Indian state." (33)

Udayan wrote a letter to Subash,
The days are dull without you. And
although I refuse to forgive you for not
supporting a movement that will only
improve the lives of millions of people, I
hope you can forgive me for giving you a
hard time. Will you hurry up with whatever
you are doing? An embrace from your

brother (42)

ISSN 2454-4086

EduReflector

,',L':'-::IC(;M I'cllcr informs his 'mnrriagc to Ga ..
"llri. “l,’c wish of the fnmil.y: .Subasi? ('hought it

il replace his political activity. But !
'l.'"c’(pcclcd situation Subash reccived a telegraf
Udayan killed, Come back if you can” (83)
Subash reached India. He could able to sce only 1€
Slone marker inscribed with Udayan’s name years,
of his birth and death, 1945-197).The parents and
Gauri were made to witness the death of his brothe ;
"she and his parents had watched Udayan die”.(] 13
The body was not returned to their parents. Th /
had been shamed before the neighbours. Froml
Gauri, Subash understands that she is expecting
Udayan’s child. ;
Lahiri’s melancholic tale, tells.

family and its disaster. ~Maoist ideology
Marxist and Leninist politics which attracter the;
youngsters, to eradicate the inequality af_ld pove :
is considered as a crime in the society. Fighting f e
their rights is a crime in the political scenano'
Happiness is intertwined with agony and ecstasy,
still a complex structure. Lahiri quotes " Rememberj
that the revolution is the important thing, and th o
each one of us alone is worth nothing" (334)-3
Though it is a resolute revolutionary sentence, there =
is a plea for the readers. Revolutionary action are:
the results of disparity and pain. The
movement is described to depict the reality ofi
everyday life especially of the peasants. Human
suffering is to some extend tied with activities ofif
the government. The Lowland is the timeless tale of &
emotions and struggles. -
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